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Wish roo W ere here!
by Martin Symington

Terry WaiTe recalls his travels with the 
archbishop of Canterbury and explains why he’s 
not a fan of Nigerian seafood.

EarliEst holiday mEmory?
TRAVELLING with my grandmother in an 
ancient charabanc to spend a day at the 
seaside. I must have been seven and I can still 
remember the excitement as I climbed aboard.

most mEmorablE holiday?
MEMORABLE for the wrong reasons. We spent 
a week in Llandudno and it rained every day. 
Never have we appreciated bus shelters more.

any particular travEl-rElatEd 
anEcdotE which stands out?
THE time I accompanied the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to Canada, shortly after the Pope 
had paid a visit. The local Anglicans decided to 
make their own Archmobile based on the 

Pope’s famous limousine. They erected a 
polythene structure on the back of a pick-up 
truck and the poor man, along with his 
chaplain, almost suffocated inside it.

whErE would you livE  
anywhErE in thE world?
NEW ZEALAND. Friendly people, little traffic 
and superb scenery (right). I visit every year to 
write. My latest comic novel, about a disaster-
prone cruise ship, was written there. It’s been 
described as the Fawlty Towers of cruising.

you’vE rEturnEd to lEbanon sincE 
you wErE hEld hostagE thErE. how 
would you dEscribE thE pEoplE?
I’VE returned to Lebanon three times. The 
people are true survivors. They’re pressed by 
conflict on all sides, but they continue to be 
optimistic and hospitable. And their diet is one 
of the healthiest in the world.

Terry WaiTe 

exPLORER Matthew Flinders did 
not beat about the bush when 
naming the island off the coast of 
southern Australia where he 
washed up in 1802. He found a place 
devoid of humans but bouncing 

with marsupials yet to learn about guns 
and sailors’ taste for ’roo meat.

The sheer size of Kangaroo Island was my first 
surprise. Maps show KI (as it is known) as a 
speck in the Southern Ocean, but it’s larger than 
Cornwall, though the population is just 4,500.

Mere minutes after leaving the ferry from Cape 
Jarvis near Adelaide, 13 miles away on the 
 mainland, I had joined four fellow wildlife 
 enthusiasts in the back of a jeep on an all-day 
guided tour. Off we bumped into the rippling 
scrolls of Outback. 

Roos and their joeys in overwhelming numbers 
were foraging in scrub or bounding in mobs as 
far as the eye could see. This is what I had come 
to see: Aussie wildlife in profusion on the island 
dubbed the ‘Australian Galapagos’ because of 
the way creatures evolved into distinct species 
after rising sea levels left KI adrift from the main-
land 10,000 years ago. 

The smallish, tawny-coated Kangaroo Island 
kangaroos, upwards of 60,000 of them, are just 
one sub-species on an island that bounces, crawls 
and slobbers with extraordinary animals.

Skittish Tammar wallabies were hiding in the 
undergrowth while predatory wedge-tailed 
eagles circled above. We saw koalas snoozing in 
the Manna gum trees before an echidna (an egg-
laying mammal, which looked like an overgrown 
hedgehog) wiggled out from under a bush. 

We spied bandicoots and possums, goannas 
(monitor lizards) and snakes: a tick list of 
 Australian wildlife must-sees.

Then there were the Australian sea lions. The 
 climax of our day’s safari was to leave our jeep 
and walk over the sand dunes to Seal Bay, where 
 rumbustious bulls in their 
 hundreds were blustering 
about on their flippered feet 
and butting potential rivals 
as  they herded females into 
protesting harems.

The south coast is the wildest 
part and it is here that opulence 
meets the sea at the Southern 
Ocean Lodge, where celebrities 
and millionaires  stay in suites of 
floor to ceiling plate glass facing 
the Roaring Forties.

With no public transport on 
the island, joining a guided tour 
is the only practical way to 
make the most of the wildlife. 

I was happy to be based in the 
gentler north-east where most 
of the islanders live, many of 
them dairy and sheep farmers, 
often with a small vineyard as a 

side l ine.  Kingscote,  the 
 ‘capital’, has a frontier town 
feel  with wooden-fronted 
shops  and a pub strung along 
its main street. 

I stayed at nearby Seascape 
Lodge, where former farmers 
Paul and Mandy Brown let three 
rooms of their hilltop bungalow 
with sweeping views over 
 crescent-shaped Emu Bay.

We guests joined our hosts at 
their dinner table each evening 
for juicy lamb or freshly landed 
King George whiting. 

Shoal Bay wine grown just 

beyond the end of 
the drive was also 
served, along with 
fun and informa-
tive company.

On another day 
I was driven out 
t o  F l i n d e r s 
Chase National 
Park in the far 
west with the 
bush-hatted 
Chris Baxter, 
a natural-
ist  and 
hiking 

gEt acQuaintEd
DoN’T leave making new friends to 
chance. New app, Tripr, lets travellers 
choose exactly who they’ll cross paths 
with by connecting people heading to 
the same place. Founded by three oxford 
University students, the app lets you find 
friends online and chat before arriving 
at your destination, triprapp.com

taKE Flight
aNTigUa’s airport, the 
gateway to the eastern 
Caribbean, opened a 
new terminal this week. 
it will accommodate 
1,777 passengers per 
hour, and if you’re 
lucky enough to be 
 flying first class, the 

lounge has a balcony overlooking 
Maiden island and Jumby Bay, antigua-
barbuda.org

plain driving
Hire a car abroad with no hidden costs 
— that’s the promise from a new all-
inclusive package launched by goldcar. 
you pay an upfront fee online — which 
takes care of the deposit, insurance, 
 additional driver and a full tank of fuel — 
so you can then just pick up the car and 
go. a three-day trip to Malaga with an 
economy a vehicle, for example, costs 
from £126, goldcar.es/en/

Fossil Fun
sTep back 150 million 
years at the osprey 
 Leisure Centre in 
 portland, Dorset, next 
weekend at a pop-up 
exhibition all about the 
Jurassic Coast. it’s a 
bite-size taster of an 
ambitious £80 million 
visitor attraction to be 
built on the isle of portland, and will 
 feature a ‘paleo lab’, fantastic fossils, site 
walks and hands-on activities. Free 
entry, spacehive.com/popupjurassica

on thE up
BesT Western has launched its BW 
 premier Collection in a move to take the 
group upmarket following the 
 appointment of a new Ceo. 

There are only three properties in the 
new collection, but more will be 
added  in the coming months. They are: 
Winchester royal Hotel, richmond Hotel 
in Liverpool and Bank House Hotel, golf 
and spa in Worcester.
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Travel Notes...
What’s new and how to get 

the best from your holiday

Kangaroo Island, the 
‘Australian Galapagos’, 
is a wildlife spectacular  
that must be 
seen to be 
believed
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